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By Lorna Dueck, host of “Listen Up”

Lorna’s Take...

On Mel Gibson’s Hope

F

www.listenuptv.com

or a year now, we’ve tried to arrange an interview we likely won’t get by the time
this issue is printed. My curiosity has me wanting to ask Mel Gibson why he would
spend over $50 million of his personal wealth on what he called a "career killer," his
decision to make a movie on the death
of Jesus.  

I’ve wanted to probe the story of
what Mel Gibson experienced about
Christ that would compel him to take
the boldest move of faith the movie
industry may have ever seen. So far,
the most insight I have gained came
through a conversation I had with a
close contact of his, Doug Martinez, a
California business owner.

He says Mr. Gibson traces the roots
of his personal relationship with Christ to a moment when he was standing on a win-
dow ledge contemplating suicide. That was about 12 years ago, he explains. At that
time of crisis, images of the wounds of Christ started to appear in Mel Gibson’s
despairing mind. Apparently, the experience was tangible enough that it prompted him
away from suicide and onto a deeply Christian path to recover his hope. The movie is
an outcome of his relationship with Christ, and a stunning offering that every Christian
should share with a friend who does not yet know Christ. Already, churches have
booked entire theatres for Easter Sunday so the movie can be used for outreach.  

When The Passion arrived for an advance screening for Canadian clergy on January
14, host Bob Kramer of Campus Crusade told us that Mel Gibson only appears as
hands and feet in this movie. His hands are those used to pound the nails into the
hands of Christ. A symbolic witness of his belief that Christ died for his sins.  

I was deeply stirred by this movie. The women in their roles of Mary and Mary
Magdalene brought the love of Christ deep into my heart. Mel Gibson said in one of
the few interviews he has given to date, "My hope is that the movie will change peo-
ple’s lives." Watch Listen Up’s review of The Passion at www.listenuptv.com; explore
the movie at www.sharethelife.com 

MARCH 30 The Persecuted Church Enlarges  
Historical Text - Acts 8:1-4
Remember, many people had become followers of Jesus, but the Rome-appointed
Annas and Caiaphas family compact controlled policy and the temple police. Yet,
while the persecution increased, so did the message of Christ! 

MARCH 31 The Itinerant Newscaster
Historical Text - Acts 8:5-8
Philip, an early evangelist, proclaimed news of a different kind in the city of
Samaria – one of true life, hope and power! The despised Samaritans of mixed
ancestry now entered fully into the covenant from which their Jewish ancestors
had been excluded.

Mel Gibson (right), directing a scene
from The Passion movie
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