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Like a parent, she has passionate hopes for this “baby,” believing in its 
potential to grow into a powerful tool for evangelism by bringing Christian 
truth to secular culture. 

Listen Up TV goes independent
Show uses news and current affairs “as a bridge to discover Christ”

BURLINGTON, ON—The first thing visitors might notice 
about the new offices of Listen Up TV on the second 
floor of the Crossroads centre in Burlington, Ontario is 
the walls. They’re grey—a soft but institutional shade 
just begging for some colour—and they’re completely 
bare; like blank slates awaiting their story.

If this story were a poem, the naked walls would 
symbolize the unknown future of Lorna Dueck’s brand 
new ministry, “Media Voice Generation/Listen Up TV;” 
a ministry whose story has yet to be written. But this 
is not a poem, and in reality the walls are merely a 
reflection of the fact that Dueck and the Listen Up 
production team have only recently moved in to the 
premises, and have been far too preoccupied with 
more urgent matters to do something so mundane as 
hanging pictures.

For example, during a Monday morning meeting, the 
six-person production team worked their way through 
a 12-item agenda discussing such issues as the posi-
tioning of the names superimposed across the bottom 
of the screen ways to increase and encourage viewer 
feedback and how best to respond to a time slot offer 
from Vision TV.

Just over two months ago, Dueck, president of Media 
Voice Generation, (a charitable organization incorpo-
rated this summer), and her team took up residence 
in the leased space from smaller offices one floor up. 
Producer Susan Ponting, associate producer Melinda 
Estabrooks, director of media Tore Stautland and 
director/editor Darren Kaulback join Dueck (execu-
tive producer) around the table for three hours of lively 
problem solving related to the weekly, half-hour current 
affairs show.

Bringing the show to air may be a team effort, but 
there’s no doubt that “Listen Up” has always been 
Dueck’s baby. 

“It was just an extension of who I was as a Christian 
journa list, when I arrived at ‘100 Huntley Street,’” she 
says in an interview later that day. “I was always bringing a news perspec-
tive, and so within two years of being on the Huntley Street program, David 
[Mainse] said, ‘why don’t you craft this into a feature on our show?’ And 
he gave me a weekly half hour to bring ‘Listen Up’.”
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Tom Harpur has seen the light! And
in his new book The Pagan Christ,

he shares the experience with the exu-
berance of a new convert.

He believes Christianity went astray
in the third century, when theologians

began to read the Bible literally and came to the mistaken conclusion that
Jesus and His disciples, Moses, David and all of the other characters men-
tioned in the Bible were real, historical people. 

Prior to that time, Christians, in keeping with followers of other reli-
gions, understood the narratives of what came to be called the Old Testament
and New Testament as myth, metaphor or allegory.

Harpur calls this change “the greatest cover-up of all time.” Interestingly,
his historical assumptions are similar to the views suggested by Dan Brown
in The Da Vinci Code, recent New Age thinking that seems to prefer
Gnosticism to orthodox Christianity, and contemporary Muslim apolo-
gists—though Harpur’s “proof” is really quite different.

Harpur did not come to his conclusion though careful Bible study (though
he has done lots of that in his lifetime) but rather through a discovery of
the writings of Alvin Boyd Kuhn (1880-1963) and two earlier writers,
Godfrey Higgins (1771-1834) and Gerald Massey (1828-1907). 

According to Kuhn, all of the details of the life and teachings of Jesus had
their counterpart in Egyptian religious ideas. Harpur spells this out in his book.

Who is Alvin Boyd Kuhn? Harpur calls him an “Egyptologist” and  “one of
the single greatest geniuses of the twentieth century [who] towers above all oth-
ers of recent memory in intellect and his understanding of the world’s religious.”  

As it turns out, Kuhn was a high school language teacher and proponent
of Theosophy, a prodigious author and lecturer who self-published most
of his books. The few Egyptologists who have heard of him regard his work
as that of a crank. The same can be said of both Higgins and Massey. 

Not one of these men is mentioned in M. L. Bierbrier’s Who Was Who
in Egyptology, nor are any of their works listed in Ida B. Pratt’s very exten-
sive bibliography on ancient Egypt (1925/1942). Nor will you find refer-
ence to their work in any of the standard reference works devoted to
Egyptology or the Ancient Near East. Kuhn’s writings that are in print today
are published by occult publishers.

When I first met Tom Harpur some 35 years ago, he was professor of New
Testament at Wycliffe College, Toronto. Shortly thereafter, he left the ivory
tower to move into journalism, where he has had a distinguished career. 

Over the years he has moved steadily away from his evangelical roots.
In The Pagan Christ he expounds his current theology, which is essential-
ly Theosophy, the fountain of modern spiritualism in the West, founded by
Madame Blavatsky, whom Harpur regards as having been “greatly—and

unfairly—maligned by her detractors.”
Harpur believes fewer and fewer people are able to believe in the tradi-

tional conception of Christianity. But the good news is that they don’t have to.
The earliest Christians did not, and Kuhn has given us a plausible alternative.

The heart of the Christian faith (and of all religions, for that matter),
he says, is the doctrine of the incarnation, the Christ or God who is in
every person. If only Christians could be persuaded to give up their his-
toricized faith and rediscover this ancient understanding, then the world
might begin to take Christianity more seriously. 

Obviously, some people are attracted to Harpur’s re-mytholigization
of the Christian faith. His book has been a “non-fiction” bestseller in
Canada for several months. Do a Google search for the book, and you
will get more than 2,100 hits. It is being enthusiastically touted and dis-
cussed on such neo-pagan websites as www.wiccanweb.ca. 

Anglican and United Churches across the country are using Harpur’s
book as a basis for adult education. The United Church Observer pub-
lished a mildly nervous but ultimately commendatory review and com-
pared Tom Harpur to Northrop Frye. Conrad Grebel University College
recently sponsored a lecture by Harpur on the subject of his book. 

There is even a new church, Toronto’s Community of Christ Incarnate, that
“bases its teachings on the Writings of Dr. Alvin Boyd Kuhn, Gerald Massey,
Tom Harpur, the Early Church Fathers and the ancient wisdom teachers and
philosophers” (http://www.brandtechnology.com/christincarnateorg.htm).

Space does not allow me to go into details concerning Harpur/Kuhn’s
alleged evidence for the pagan roots of Christianity. Suffice it to say that
the dozen internationally recognized professors of Egyptology whom I
consulted on the subject unanimously regarded the majority of the sug-
gested similarities between Christianity and Egyptian religion put for-
ward by Kuhn and Harpur to be bogus.

Virtually none of the purported evidence for the views promoted in
The Pagan Christ is documented by reference to original sources. The
notes refer mainly to Kuhn, Higgins, Massey or some other long-out-of-
date work. Furthermore, Harpur’s notes abound with errors and omis-
sions. Quotations are frequently taken out of context and interpreted in
a very different sense from what their author originally meant.

Harpur has announced that he is making a documentary on the subject.
Let us hope that he consults some authentic Egyptologists in the process and
thus saves himself the embarrassment of making the countless faux pas that
he makes in the book. Of course, if he did that, he might not have a story.
For a more detailed critique, see 
www.canadianchristianity.com/cgi-bin/na.cgi?bc/bccn/0704/30did

W. Ward Gasque is a historian of early Christianity who can be
contacted at TheolEd4NW@aol.com.

The strange pilgrimage of an Anglican clergyman
With The Pagan Christ, Tom Harpur’s faith becomes even more bogus
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Executive producer and “Listen Up” host Lorna Dueck and director/editor Darren Kaulback go over show 
particulars at a production meeting. Formerly under the umbrella of Crossroads Christian Communications, 
Listen Up TV went independent in September. 
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A promotional video on the “Listen Up” website, (www.listenuptv.com), 
points out that television is considered to be the most authoritative, influen-
tial and believable media in this country, and that the most popular Canadian 
shows are news and public affairs shows. The same video claims that “Listen 
Up” presents, “God’s view on news and current affairs.”

“Our whole mission,” says Dueck, “is news and current affairs as a bridge 
to discover Christ.”

A substantial challenge 
It is a young, hip-looking group gathered around the “Listen Up” table; 
an all-new team to go with the new ministry. It is also a group to which 
Dueck has clearly spelled out her expectations. “I’ve had to say, ‘spiritual 
formation is part of your job responsibilities. Because you will not survive 
in public messaging—our goal is one million secular Canadian [viewers] 
a month—you will not survive in it unless you have great spiritual roots 
going deep.’”

They’ll need such roots, for the challenge ahead is a substantial one. “Listen 
Up” has been flying solo since September 1 after eight years of being produced 
under the umbrella of Crossroads Christian Communications Inc.

“We need to raise a million dollars this year,” says Dueck disclosing her 
budget for the current television season. “It’s a mountain of a challenge. 
We’re going day by day.”

But the challenge is more than just a financial one. On this day, the 
meeting is joined mid-morning by Crossroads Television System (CTS) 
production manager Terry Maskell. Maskell has been invited in to help 
sort out expectations for the new working relationship with CTS. “‘Listen 
Up’ is now an external client of CTS,” says Maskell, explaining that from 
now on, the relationship will be a supplier/client one.

The issue of studio cancellations comes up first. There were 19 such can-
cellations last year. “You’re entitled to cancel with appropriate notice,” says 
Maskell, explaining that appropriate notice is not less than 24 hours.

The discussion moves on to the subject of closed captioning for the 
hearing impaired; a process that is necessary, but one that is also creating 
technical and financial headaches for the team.  

Later, Maskell explains that the “Listen Up” crew are facing a learning 
curve. “There’s been a kind of safety net there with Crossroads,” he says. 
“Now…being on their own…they’re going to learn about things that they 
didn’t really have to deal with before; like closed captioning, and that there’s 
a real cost associated with what they do. Because [when they were] with 
Crossroads, for example, they didn’t have to pay for facilities, whereas now 
they have to cover all of those costs themselves. 

“So I think that’s going to be the challenge; getting past the first year and 
learning about things that they didn’t have to deal with before.”

The technical and financial challenges seem to be only the beginning. 
“We’ve had to figure out how to make a donor base, how to make a data-
base, how to have an office, how to buy computers, how to get furniture, 

how to put governance around ourselves, how to make a board, how to 
stay public and aggressive about moving forward, how to get great staff,” 
says Dueck.

When asked why it was necessary for “Listen Up” to leave the Crossroads 
family of ministries, David Mainse is diplomatic. “We’ve had a num-
ber of ministries that have been birthed from Crossroads Christian 
Communications,” he says. 

“When a ministry like “Listen Up” comes under Crossroads, it’s very impor-
tant of course, but it can restrict its growth somewhat, because we’re doing 
a lot of things under one corporation; one board. 

“I’m a great believer in a whole lot of initiatives and a whole lot of ministries 
rather than one great big humongous ministry,” he adds.

Long process
Dueck has been fundraising to cover production costs since the program’s 
inception. 

“We’ve eased the burden of Lorna’s fundraising onto her slowly,” says 
Mainse, “We have helped Lorna financially little by little, so that she could 
have time to develop her own supporters.”

Develop supporters she has. The new ministry’s board of directors includes 
Preston and Sandra Manning, Eleanor Clitheroe, (former president and CEO 
of Ontario’s Hydro One) and Franklin Pyles (president of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance in Canada).

Like a proud grandparent, Mainse is appreciative. “I don’t think a stron-
ger board of directors has ever been assembled in Canada,” he enthuses. 
“The people she has on that board are absolutely amazing.

“Anybody else but Lorna might not be strong enough to work with a 
board that strong. But Lorna is a very strong person. I saw her grow through 
the years. And so we’re just so proud of her,” he says.

But just as in families, it’s often the grandparents who really relish the 
delight of watching baby grow, while mom and dad cope with all of the 
worries inherent in raising up the little one, Dueck herself is more sombre. 
She worries that she’ll “waste the airwaves,” and that she’ll “overstress” 
worrying about the money.

“I’ve learned a lot about the uncomfortable side of leadership in the last 
few years,” she says. “Sometimes God lays something on your plate and it 
needs to be carried forward.

“I’m just walking in obedience [through] the doors God is opening. At 
times; reluctantly. Bottom line; I do feel this is the work of God. And I’m 
tremendously honoured that I’ve been called to it. But it’s hard.” 
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